The First Sunday of Advent

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Isle of Hope
November 30, 2025

We are a welcoming community of faith and love that serves one another
and seeks to draw others to God through our ministries.



WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS

Thank you for joining us at worship. Restrooms are available in our parish hall and in the
Christian Education building.

Children’s faith formation is available during the 10:00 am service for children o years old to
5th grade. In the Nursery, those from 0-4 years old learn songs, hear Bible stories, do crafts, as
well as play and have snack time. If you do choose to utilize our nursery, we hope you will bring
your children back into church to receive communion or a blessing. During the school year we
have “Children’s Chapel” for the first part of the service. Children can process behind the cross
where they will exit to go the CE Building. The children will return to the church from
Children’s Chapel at the Peace. For both the nursery and Children’s Chapel, adults are welcome
to accompany their child if that would be helpful. Please see an usher if you have any questions.

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are invited
to be fed at God’s table. We use the “common cup” at St. Thomas. You can choose to eat your
bread and sip from the chalice when it comes to you or you may hold on to your bread and dip
it into the chalice when it comes to you. If you do not wish to receive wine, you may cross your
arms over your chest. If you would like to come forward for a blessing, come to the railing and
cross your arms over your chest to receive God’s blessing. If you would like to learn more about
the customs of our tradition, please contact The Rev. Colette Hammesfahr.

Please, fill out a visitor card from the pew rack and give to one of the clergy or the ushers so
that we may greet you more formally in the days to come.

The Rt. Rev. Frank Sullivan Logue, Bishop of Georgia
The Rev. Colette Hammesfahr, Priest in Charge of
Parish Life, Worship, and Pastoral Care
Dionne Greenlee, Parish Administrator
Tripp Hardee, Minister of Music
Greg Washabaugh, Sexton
Dianne Jones, Nursery Supervisor
The Vestry
Chris Conner, Senior Warden
Lizann Roberts & David Castleberry, Co-Junior Wardens
Mitch Green, Treasurer Jane Gilchrist, Clerk

Joseph Bernard Jennifer Calver David Castleberry
Chris Conner Marie Centgraf Betty Henderson
Mary Haley Robert Hughes Andrew Lyons
Amy Minis Lizann Roberts Claudia Welch

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
2 St. Thomas Avenue, Savannah, GA 31406
Telephone: (912) 355-3110 www.stthomasioh.org

If you would like to give electronically towards our offering today or if you are
traveling during the year, there are two easy and safe options: through our
website at www.stthomasioh.org/give or through Venmo
@StThomasEpiscopalChurch.



http://www.stthomasioh.org/
http://www.stthomasioh.org/give

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE ONE

8:00 AM

ISLE OF JIE)'I‘J.. G4
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP 323
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy Spirit.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP 159
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of

darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with

thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 Bulletin 5
Psalm 122 Bulletin 5
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 Bulletin 6
THE HOMILY

THE NICENE CREED Bulletin 6
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Bulletin 7
THE CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION BCP 331
THE PEACE BCP 332

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS

THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.

People And of thine own have we given thee. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING BCP 340
THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 336
THE FRACTION AND PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS BCP 337
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 339
THE BLESSING Bulletin 13

THE DISMISSAL Bulletin 13



HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO

10:00 AM & 11:30 AM
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Kevin McChesney
Handbell Choir
CALL TO WORSHIP
THE OPENING HYMN Lo! He comes, with clouds descending Hymnal #57
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP 211

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal
life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5

A Reading from Isaiah.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In
days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may
walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122 responsively by half verse BCP 779

1 I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."

2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord, *

the assembly of Israel,

to praise the Name of the Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls *

and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *

I pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good."



THE SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14
A Reading from Romans.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN Watchman, tell us of the night Hymnal #640
THE GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY The Rev. Colette Hammesfahr
THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy



catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Leader and People pray responsively.

Litanist In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting
your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
Litanist God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and

strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, priests, and bishops. Teach us
your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace,
People hear our prayer.

Litanist God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation.
Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world
around us. God of grace,

People hear our prayer.

Litanist God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast
out words of hate and transform them into words for building up
community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. God of grace,

People hear our prayer.

Litanist God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing, especially those we name now (brief
silence). Surround all with care and consolation. God of grace,

People hear our prayer.

Litanist God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture
therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,

People hear our prayer.

Litanist God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the
last, bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness
make a home. God of grace,

People hear our prayer.
Litanist Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.



THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal

life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNIVERSARY & BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM A Prelude to Advent  Frederic Chopin/arr. Ruth Elaine Schram
THE DOXOLOGY (10:00 am)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B BCP 367
The people remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when
he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame
or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your name.
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Setting: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert {1797-1828); arv. Richard Frouls (b 1957

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at

the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine
to be consecrated.



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with the blessed Virgin Mary, St. Thomas, Anna Alexander, and
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author
of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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HYMNS AT COMMUNION Creator of the stars of night Hymnal #60
Dona Nobis Pacem Hymnal #712

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Those unable to take communion today may pray this prayer
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the
wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I
cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank you that I have received the
sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s
passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire and be renewed for
your service through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE COMMISSIONING OF THE LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

Celebrant In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing
these holy gifts that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body as we all share the one
bread and the one cup. Amen.

PoST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Celebrant Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path. And the blessing of God Almighty: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day
and always. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal #616
THE DISMISSAL BCP 366
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE POSTLUDE Fanfare on "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Paul Fey

SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY

Vestry on Duty: (10:00 am) Claudia Welch (11:30 am) David Castleberry
Lectors: (8:00 am) Dave White (10:00 am) Joanna Ellis
Lay Eucharistic Minister: (8:00 am) Chris Conner
(10:00 am) Jennifer Calver and Sheldon White
Lay Eucharistic Visitor: Rick Lantz
Ushers: (10:00 am) Sarah Berkman and Eleanor Foster
Hospitality: The Calver Family
Altar Guild: Stacie Bacon, Tracy Edgar, Mary Haley and Salli White
Flower Guild: Annie Quaile
Nursery: Dianne Jones and Eva Aguilar Worship Tech: Luke Varner
Children’s Chapel: Jennie Bernard and Elizabeth Varner
Acolytes: Crucifer: Billy Steinhauser, Book: Sydney Calver, Children’s Cross: Brinkley McCurry
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, November 30 4:30 pm IOH Tree Lighting
5:30 pm AA Meeting in the CE Building
Monday, December 1 10:00 am Plarning in the CE Building

2:00 pm Women Sharing Wisdom in the St. Thomas Room
2:00 pm Open Play Mahjong with Martie Gay in the Parish Hall
(Register at: IOH Mahjong FB page)

6:00 pm B&G Meeting in the Library

Tuesday, December 2 11:00 am Women’s Bible Study in the Library

Wednesday, December 3 11:30 am Healing Service
5:00 pm Hand Bell Rehearsal
6:00 pm Feast of St. Nick/Wednesday Night Supper
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

2026 Pledge Cards

Thank you to everyone who has turned in a pledge for 2026! So far, we’ve received 67 pledges
totaling $385,556. Our 2025 budget is $580,000, and the Finance Committee has already
begun working on the 2026 budget. We expect next year’s budget to be about the same or
slightly higher. That means we currently have a gap of $194,554 to meet our projected needs. If
you haven’t turned in your pledge yet but plan to, please feel free to: mail your pledge card,
drop it in the offering plate, bring it by the office, or email your pledge

to bookkeeper@stthomasioh.org. If you’d like to update your pledge—whether that’s giving a
bit more or simply adjusting your commitment—you’re welcome to do that too. Even an extra
one dollar a week makes a meaningful difference. Thank you for your generosity and for
supporting the mission and ministry of St. Thomas!

Feast of St. Nick

Please join us for a feast for the Feast of St. Nick. Please RSVP by using the link in the Monday
email or using the QR code in the graphic in today’s bulletin. The deadline to RSVP is Monday,
December 1st at 10:00 a.m. Menu: Fried Chicken, green beans, Mac & cheese, and Dessert. An
adult dinner is $8.00 with a $25.00 family maximum. Children 5 and under are free. There will
be activities and crafts for the children followed by a story in the church and a visit from St.
Nicholas!!

2 Opportunities for December Outreach

Angels Among Us

Please select an "angel" from the Christmas tree in the parish hall and purchase a suggested gift
for one of the adults living at Senior Citizens, Inc. Please put all presents in a gift bag (no
wrapped presents, please) and return no later than December 15. Be an ANGEL! Thank you!

Christmas Cookie Mission 2025

Again, this year we are reaching out to the community by delivering home-baked cookies or
goodies to those who are working on Christmas Day, i.e. hospitals, pharmacies, gas stations,
etc. If you like to bake and want to deliver some Christmas joy, sign up for a location on the
sign-up sheet in the parish hall. Grab a treat box (2 boxes for hospitals) and a card to take
home with you. Deliver the cookies or goodies at any time on Christmas Day. If you are a baker
but can’t deliver OR if you don’t bake but want to deliver, we have opportunities for you too! If
you have any questions, contact Betty Henderson or email her at
Beatrice_henderson28@comecast.net.
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New Bible Study Opportunities

Rev. Colette is exploring interest in Sunday morning Bible studies from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m.—one
group for men and one for women. These studies will begin in January. If there is sufficient
interest, childcare will be provided. Please let her know if you’d like to participate so she can
plan accordingly!

2026 Flower sign up

The 2026 altar flower calendar is now posted on the parish hall bulletin board. Please sign up
for your preferred Sunday. Dee Greenlee will contact you during the week of your selected date
to confirm the dedication for the bulletin.

You may order flowers from any florist you prefer. However, Sandfly Florist is recommended,
as they know the appropriate size for our church and can deliver on Saturdays — they have a
key to the building, which makes delivery easy and reliable.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 2025

It’s time to order flowers and greenery to decorate the church altar for Christmas. A
contribution of $20.00 per plant is suggested. Please enclose your check (marked
“Christmas flowers” on the memo line) along with this slip and mail it to the church
office: 2 St. Thomas Ave, 31406. You can also fill out the flower request online. (Link
will be in our Monday email.) * Requests must be received no later than
Sunday, December 21st to be included in our Christmas Eve Bulletin!
(Please, print clearly)

I/We would like plant(s)

Given by:

In Thanksgiving for:

or

In Memory of:
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POV T\ cast of St. Nick
: Wednescday Night Supper
M a |<| M 9 | \ December 3rd @ 6:00 p.m.

Come make an advent wreath for your 9
hormel \ ¥ Parish Hall
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30™ AFTER THE 10:00 SERVICE :

Children's activities and crafts
followed by a service in the church
and a vigit from St. Nick!
Children (under the age of five)
FREE

Adlults 88.00
Family Maximum $25.00
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Family Service - Pop-Up Nativity
Traditional Service with Sung Holy Eucharist
Joinusfor a tvpe of service: Nursery provided
of comfort, of loss, of hope
Wednesday, December 17th @ 6pmin
St. Thomas’ Chapel
Refreshments and gentle gathering 1o [ollow service

2 St. Thomas Avenue Savannah, GA 31406
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