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ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ISLE OF HOPE 

 THE TENTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 2, 2026 

 
We are a welcoming community of faith and love that serves one another 

and seeks to draw others to God through our ministries. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                               Sweet Hour of Prayer          arr. Mark Hayes 

THE OPENING HYMN                         O for a thousand tongues to sing                              Hymnal #493  
                   

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                            Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People     And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

THE GLORIA                                                                                                                                                                                   S-280 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2  

 
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                      BCP 232 

 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

 Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because 
it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your 
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                                            Genesis 32:22-31 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

 The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across 
the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against 
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I 
will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And 
he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked 
him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And 
there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face 
to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip.   

 The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  17:1-7,16 (read responsively by half verse)                                                                                            BCP 600 

1 Hear my plea of innocence, O LORD; 
give heed to my cry; * 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 

2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
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3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 
I have heeded the words of your lips. 

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
from those who rise up against them. 

16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; * 
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding 
your likeness. 

THE SECOND READING                                                                                                              Romans 9:1-5 
A Reading from the Book of Romans  

 I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience confirms it 
by the Holy Spirit-- I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 
and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the 
flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.   
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                               For Everyone Born                                                                
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Words: Shirley Erena Murray 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                       Matthew 14:13-21 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 
the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them 
here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were 
filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE HOMILY                                                                                                The Rev. Colette Hammesfahr 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                                           BCP  358  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
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with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Litanist With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your 
word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and 
writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, 

People Receive our prayer. 
 

Litanist For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your 
creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, 
those who fish, and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. 
Merciful God, 

People Receive our prayer. 
 

Litanist For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in 
harmony. Give the leaders of our nation a willingness to strive for peace. 
Draw their hearts toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, 

People Receive our prayer. 
 

Litanist For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are 
comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all 
who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit especially those we name aloud 
or silently within our hearts (brief silence). Merciful God, 

People Receive our prayer. 
 

Litanist For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and 
joy of life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may 
become blessings for this community. Merciful God, 

People Receive our prayer. 
 

Litanist With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 
witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust 
your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, 

People Receive our prayer. 
 

Litanist Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Celebrant says 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 Minister and People 

 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
 sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
 delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
 Amen. 

THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
People And also with you. 

ANNIVERSARY & BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                         Where There Is Love                                                        arr. Douglas Nolan 
                                                                                                                              Madilynn Hagemes, Cello                             

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                            HYMNAL #380 V3  
          
               Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         

 8:00 am – Eucharistic Prayer II – BCP 340 

 10:00 am – Eucharistic Prayer A – BCP 361  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give  
  thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 
of everlasting life. 
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your name, 

SANCTUS                              S-129

 

 

 

 
 
The people stand or kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take eat: this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  
Christ has risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                           BCP 363 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD                                                                                                                                              BCP 364 
Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia  
 
Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
                        Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your                                                                                                    

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MUSIC AT COMMUNION       For the bread which you have broken             Hymnal #340 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
Those unable to take communion today may pray this prayer: 

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the 
wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I 
cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank you that I have received the 
sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s 
passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire and be renewed for 
your service through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE COMMISSIONING OF THE LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR 
Celebrant  In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing 

these holy gifts that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
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People We who are many are one body as we all share the one bread and 
the one cup. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                                                                    BCP 365 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve  
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 
The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s 
hands and heart in this world, and the blessing of God Almighty: The Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit be with you this day and always. Amen.  

THE CLOSING HYMN                            Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                           Hymnal #616                                                                                            

THE DISMISSAL            BCP 366 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
People      Thanks be to God.  

THE POSTLUDE                               Come, Christians, Join to Sing             arr. Robert J. Powell                 
                                      

The flowers on the altar are given by Peggy Varnedoe to the glory of God and in celebration 
of her daughter, Meg Ferguson’s birthday. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Lay Eucharistic Minister: (8:00 am) David White 
(10:00 am) Annie Quaile and Robert Hughes 
Lay Eucharistic Visitor: Charlie Barrow 
Acolytes: Crucifer: Karen Otto 
Lectors: (8:00 am) David White (10:00 am) Bob Lupacchino 
Ushers: David Castleberry and Alton Aimar 
Vestry on Duty: Claudia Welch 
Altar Guild: Marie Centgraf, Jane Gilchrist, Judy Holland, Lizann Roberts, Elizabeth 
Varner 
Hospitality: The Joyce Family 
Worship Tech: Gabriella Gonzalez 
Nursery: Dianne Jones and Eva Aguilar 
Cantors: Emma Reardon, Ruth Ann Roberson and Larry Roberson 
Cellist: Madilynn Hagemes 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS’ 
 

Sunday, August 2 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
 9:00 am Choir Practice 
 9:00 am  Men’s Bible Study Meeting, Library 
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Church 
 4:00 pm Hymn Festival, Isle of Hope UMC 
 5:30 pm AA, CE Building 
   
Monday, August 3 10:00 am Plarning, CE Building 
 2:00 pm Women Sharing Wisdom, CE Building 
 5:30 pm Buildings & Grounds Meeting, Parish 

Hall 
 6:00 pm Search Committee, Library 
   
Tuesday, August 4 9:00 am Staff Meeting 
   
Wednesday, August 5 11:30 am Healing Service, Chapel 
   
Thursday, August 6 10:00 am Safe Church Training, CE Building 
 10:00 am  Library Reserved  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

 Students, teachers, administrators, and school staff are 
invited to bring their backpacks, briefcases, or school bags as  
we ask God's blessing on the new school year. Join us at the 8:00 
am or 10:00 am service on Sunday, August 30th as we pray for a 
safe, joyful, and successful year ahead! 
 

August Outreach 
 

 The local chapter of Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
(SHP) is in need of twin sized “bed-in-a-bag” sets 
for foster children, ages 3 to 10. At this time, their 
need is only for boys. They can be purchased for as 
little as $25 at Walmart or from Amazon. Donations 
can be dropped off on the table in the Parish Hall. 
SHP is a national non-profit group that builds and 
gives free beds to children in need, aged 3 to 17. 

 

 The women of Created to Create – Arts and Crafts Ministry have 
designed and assembled a beautiful Seasonal Tree that highlights upcoming church 
events, ministries, and special programs throughout the year. The tree stands in the 
Continuing Education Building. The tree will be updated and refreshed each season, 
serving as a creative and inspiring way to celebrate the life and activities of our parish 
community. We extend our sincere appreciation to the talented women who 
contributed their time, creativity, and dedication to this project. If you enjoy arts and 
crafts and would like to share your creative gifts in fellowship with others, we invite 
you to join the Created to Create group. Contact us at admin@stthomasioh.org. 
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Children's Chapel Volunteers 

 A new school year is almost here, and we're excited to kick off Children's Chapel on 
Sunday, August 30! Children's Chapel is a wonderful opportunity to share God's love with our 
youngest parishioners through Bible stories, prayer, and hands-on activities. We're looking for a 
few more volunteers to join this fun and rewarding ministry. No teaching experience is 
necessary—we'll provide the curriculum and support you every step of the way. If you're 
interested in learning more or are already part of the team, please join us for a Children's 
Chapel Volunteer Meeting on Sunday, August 16, at 9:00 a.m. in the library. We're 
grateful that Piper Ochsner has once again agreed to lead Children's Chapel this year, and we'll 
continue using the curriculum developed by Rev. Helen White. Come see how you can make a 
lasting difference in the faith journey of our children!  

Pizza with the Priest 
 

 Calling all families with children ages newborn to kindergarten!  
Join Rev. Colette for pizza, and conversation as we begin building a  
strong community for our youngest families at St. Thomas'. This is a 
relaxed opportunity to get to know one another, make new friends, share 
your hopes for your family and our church, and help shape how we can  
best support you. We want to hear your ideas, learn what matters most to 
your family, and dream together about the future of children's ministry at 
St. Thomas'. Come hungry, bring the kids, and let's start building 
something wonderful together! Please RSVP by August 27th at Pizza w/ 
the Priest or call the parish administrator at (912) 355-3110. 

Hymn Festival 

Join us at the Isle of Hope United Methodist Church 
Sunday, August 2, at 4:00 pm for the Hymn 
Festival. Participating churches include St. Thomas’ 
Episcopal Church 

The Festival will feature Tom Trenney, a nationally 
respected conductor, organist, composer, teacher and 
leader of congregational song. Mr. Trenney currently 
serves as Minister of Music at First Plymouth Church 
in Lincon Nebraska.  

Safe Church, Safe Communities Training Renewal 

 The Episcopal Church requires all clergy, staff, vestry members, and church key holders, 
as well as those who work with children, youth, or vulnerable adults, to complete Safe Church, 
Safe Communities training and a background check every three years. Some of our volunteers 
are now due for renewal. If you would like assistance completing your training, Rev. Colette 
will host a group training session on Thursday, August 6, at 10:00 a.m.  If you no longer 
serve in a role that requires access to church facilities or a church key, you may return your key 
and be removed from the list of those required to complete the training. Please contact Rev. 
Colette if you have any questions or if you'd like to attend the August 6th training. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EA4AD28A0FDC25-64863412-pizza
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EA4AD28A0FDC25-64863412-pizza
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TO ALL GUESTS 

 We’re so glad you’re here to worship with us. Restrooms are in the Parish Hall 
and the Christian Education (CE) Building. 

 Children’s faith formation is offered during the 10:00 am service for infants 
through 5th grade. In the Nursery (ages 0–4), children sing, hear Bible stories, enjoy 
crafts, play, and have a snack. If you use the nursery, we invite you to bring your child 
back into the church to receive Communion or a blessing. 

 Children’s Chapel is on hiatus until the fall. During the school year, children are 
invited to participate in Children’s Chapel during the first part of the service. They will 
process out behind the cross to the CE Building and return to the church at the Peace. 
Parents and caregivers are always welcome to accompany their child to either the 
nursery or Children’s Chapel. If you have any questions, an usher will be happy to help.  

 In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians—of any age or denomination—
are welcome to receive Holy Communion. At St. Thomas’, we share the common cup. 
You may either consume the bread and sip from the chalice or hold your bread and dip 
(intinct) when the chalice comes to you. If you prefer not to receive the wine, simply 
cross your arms over your chest. If you would like a blessing instead of Communion, you 
are invited to come forward and cross your arms to receive a blessing. 

 If you’d like to learn more about our worship or traditions, please feel free to 
speak with The Rev. Colette Hammesfahr. 

 We’d love to stay connected—please fill out a visitor card from the pew rack and 
return it to a member of the clergy or an usher so we can greet you more personally in 
the days ahead. 

 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Frank Sullivan Logue, Bishop of Georgia 

The Rev. Colette Hammesfahr, Priest in Charge of 
Parish Life, Worship, and Pastoral Care 

Tripp Hardee, Minister of Music 
Greg Washabaugh, Sexton 

Mallory Abshire, Bookkeeper 
 

The Vestry 
Charlie Barrow, Senior Warden 

Lizann Roberts and Stewart Marshall, Co-Junior Wardens 
Mitch Green, Treasurer 

Jane Gilchrist, Clerk 
Charlie Barrow Jennifer Calver Marie Centgraff 

Tracy Edgar Betty Henderson Robert Hughes 
Bob Lupacchino Stewart Marshall Amy Minis 
Lizann Roberts Claudia Welch Benjamin Watson 

 
     If you would like to give electronically towards our offering today or if 

you are traveling during the year, there are two easy and safe options: 
through our website at www.stthomasioh.org/give or through Venmo. 

http://www.stthomasioh.org/give
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